
APCD-CDL™ Purpose
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The purpose of the Common Data Layout (CDL) for All-

Payer Claims Databases (APCD-CDL™) is to harmonize the 

claims collection effort across states and reduce the burden 

of data submission.  The overall goals of this effort are to 

improve efficiency, reduce administrative costs and improve 

accuracy in claims data collection. 



APCD-CDL™ Content
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• Header and trailer records - contained on all files

• Files

– Member Eligibility

– Medical Claims

– Pharmacy Claims

– Dental Claims

– Provider File

• File content

– Element name, data type, field length, field 
description/code, industry standards (in appendices) 

• Consistent inter-file identifier



APCD-CDL™, Progress to Date
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• It all started with… a state response to Supreme Court 
decision in Gobeille v. Liberty Mutual 

• Weekly calls from May 2016 - June 2017 to review every 
proposed field with states, vendors and payers

• October 2018, states requested NAHDO/APCD Council 
make APCD-CDL™ available

• December 2018, first version of APCD-CDL™ was made 
available by request

• Starting in January 2019, APCD-CDL™ advisory committee 
developed process for maintenance
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APCD-CDL™ Maintenance Process

Step 1

•Submit Data 
Maintenance 
Request 
(DMR) Form 
(18 months)

Step 2

•APCD Council staff 
gather and de-
duplicate all 
requests

•APCD Council staff 
will publicly post 
for 45 day review 
(on council 
website)*

Step 3

•After close of 
comment period ends, 
Council staff will 
gather all comments 
and deliver DMRs and 
comments to APCD-
CDL maintenance 
committee.**

•Staff will prepare 
comments to each 
DMR request to 
include a 
recommendation on 
whether the 
committee accepts, 
modifies or rejects the 
request.

Step 4

•APCD-CDL maintenance 
committee convenes 
and staff reviews the 
requests, comments 
and recommendations. 

•The committee will 
then vote.

Step 5

•The committee sends a 
copy of the Comment 
and Response 
document to the 
requestors and posts on 
line. 

*Reflecting APCD-CDL™ development process. ALL states, payers, vendors, and data users may submit comments.
**Council staff and state members of NAHDO

Step 6
• Staff holds a 

webinar to review 
the approved 
changes. 

Corrections to the APCD-CDL will be 
made outside of this process on an as-
needed basis.

Data Maintenance 
Request (DMR) Form

Jan 2019-June 
2020

July 2020-Aug 2020 September 2020 October 2020 November 2020 December 2020
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State Interest in APCD-CDL™ 
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State adoption of APCD-CDL™ 

– Update from Karynlee

– Plans for regulatory and submission manual changes

• Virginia

• California

• Other states


