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Understanding How Billing Practices Impact APCD Data



Billing Practices
• Facility Claims – Reporting of HCPCS/CPT Codes

• Professional Claims – Variable Data on Each Service Line

• Admission Date vs. First Date of Service

• Use of Modifiers

• Quantities & Penny Charges
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Facility Claims - Reporting of HCPCS/CPT Codes
UB-04
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Facility Claims - Reporting of HCPCS/CPT Codes
UB-04 (cont.)
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Facility Claims - Reporting of HCPCS/CPT Codes
UB-04 Revenue Codes
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Facility Claims - Reporting of HCPCS/CPT Codes
UB-04 Revenue Codes (cont.)

6



NAHDO 2020 Presentation: Understanding How Billing Practices Impact APCD Data

Facility Claims - Reporting of HCPCS/CPT Codes
UB-04 Revenue Codes (cont.)
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Billing Practices
• Facility Claims – Reporting of HCPCS/CPT Codes

• Professional Claims – Variable Data on Each Service Line

• Admission Date vs. First Date of Service

• Use of Modifiers

• Quantities & Penny Charges
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Professional Claims – Variable Data on Each Service Line
CMS-1500
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Professional Claims – Variable Data on Each Service Line
Reporting Service Dates, Place of Service Codes, & Providers
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Professional Claims – Variable Data on Each Service Line
Reporting Diagnosis
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Professional Claims – Variable Data on Each Service Line
Reporting Diagnosis – Scenario 1
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Claim #
Date of 
Service

CPT 
Code

ICD Version 
Indicator

Charge 
Amount

Principal 
Diagnosis

Diagnosis 
Other (1)

Diagnosis 
Other (2)

123 20190223 99386 0 200.00 Z0000 Z418 Z23

123 20190223 90703 0 100.00 Z0000 Z418 Z23

123 20190223 90471 0 75.00 Z0000 Z418 Z23

123 20190223 90710 0 100.00 Z0000 Z418 Z23

123 20190223 90472 0 75.00 Z0000 Z418 Z23
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Professional Claims – Variable Data on Each Service Line
Reporting Diagnosis – Scenario 2

Claim #
Date of 
Service

CPT 
Code

ICD Version 
Indicator

Charge 
Amount

Principal 
Diagnosis

Diagnosis 
Other (1)

Diagnosis 
Other (2)

123 20190223 99386 0 200.00 Z0000

123 20190223 90703 0 100.00 Z418

123 20190223 90471 0 75.00 Z418

123 20190223 90710 0 100.00 Z23

123 20190223 90472 0 75.00 Z23
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Billing Practices
• Facility Claims – Reporting of HCPCS/CPT Codes

• Professional Claims – Variable Data on Each Service Line

• Admission Date vs. First Date of Service

• Use of Modifiers

• Quantities & Penny Charges
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Admission & First Service Dates
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• Admission Date: The date on which the patient was admitted to an inpatient facility

• Date of Service (From): The earliest date of service reported on the claim
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Admission & First Service Dates
Interim Claims
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Claim Reporting Period Admit Date From Date Through Date
January 1/5/2019 1/5/2019 1/31/2019
Claim Reporting Period Admit Date From Date Through Date
January 1/5/2019 1/5/2019 1/31/2019
February 1/5/2019 2/1/2019 2/28/2019

Claim Reporting Period Admit Date From Date Through Date
January 1/5/2019 1/5/2019 1/31/2019
February 1/5/2019 2/1/2019 2/28/2019
March 1/5/2019 3/1/2019 3/12/2019
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Admission & First Service Dates
Outpatient Services Provided Within 72 Hours Prior to Admission

17

Claim Reporting Period Admit Date From Date
March 3/6/2019 3/4/2019
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Admission & First Service Dates
Admission from Emergency Room
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Claim Reporting Period Admit Date From Date
April 4/8/2019 4/7/2019



Billing Practices
• Facility Claims – Reporting of HCPCS/CPT Codes

• Professional Claims – Variable Data on Each Service Line

• Admission Date vs. First Date of Service

• Use of Modifiers

• Quantities & Penny Charges
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Using Modifiers
Two E&M Visits on a Claim
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CPT/HCPCS Code Description Modifier Modifier Description

99396 Preventive Visit

99213 Office Visit 25 Significant, separately identifiable E&M service performed on 
the same session/day of a minor procedure or other service
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Using Modifiers
Duplicate CPT Codes
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CPT/HCPCS Code Description Modifier Modifier Description

87635 SARS-COV-2 COVID-19 AMP PRB

87635 SARS-COV-2 COVID-19 AMP PRB 59 Distinct Procedural Service
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Using Modifiers
Duplicate CPT Codes (cont.)
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CPT/HCPCS Code Description Modifier Modifier Description

70450 CT Head or Brain 26 Reading only – Identifying professional components only for a 
service/procedure

70450 CT Head or Brain TC Test only – Identifying technical components only for a 
service/procedure

70450 CT Head or Brain Global (both reading and test)
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Using Modifiers
Duplicate Services
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CPT/HCPCS Code Description Provider Modifier Modifier Description

27447 Total Knee Arthroplasty Dr. Jane Smith

27447 Total Knee Arthroplasty Dr. John Snow 80 Assistant Surgeon



Billing Practices
• Facility Claims – Reporting of HCPCS/CPT Codes

• Professional Claims – Variable Data on Each Service Line

• Admission Date vs. First Date of Service

• Use of Modifiers

• Quantities & Penny Charges
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Understanding Variation in Quantity Units

25

Code Description Unit Quantity Instance

99213 Office Visit Visit 1 1

97110 Therapeutic Procedure/Exercises 15 Minutes 3 1

00700 Anesthesia for procedures on upper 
anterior abdominal wall; not otherwise 
specified

Minutes 240 1

A0425 Ambulance Services (via Ground) Mile 100 1

A0426 Ambulance Services (via Air) Mile 9,000 1

J1110 Injection, Dihydroergotamine Mesylate Per 1 mg. 2 1

A4556 Electrodes Per Pair 1 1

S5125 Attendant Care Services 15 Minutes 16 1
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Understanding $0.01 Charge Amounts

• Use case: $0.01 charge amounts are used to report vaccinations not purchased by the 
provider

• Examples

– State-supplied vaccinations

» 90715 (TDP, 7 Years or Older)

– Member-purchased vaccinations

» 90649 (HPV)
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